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March 27, 2020 
 
Dears SCPS Families and Staff, 
 
Thank you for your continued patience and understanding as together we navigate the world of 
digital learning. I, along with my administrative team, are carefully planning this transition in 
accordance with the Virginia Department of Education guidelines to enhance continuity of 
learning activities and minimize stress on our children, parents, and staff. I will continue to 
communicate status updates with you weekly. 
 
Currently, our teachers are organizing virtual, collaborative communities to develop high quality 
learning activities and units for students that reinforce previous content in a meaningful and 
engaging way. Parents are encouraged to continue utilizing the resources available on the SCPS 
web page for at-home learning activities, which are updated regularly.  
 
Beginning March 30, 2020, teachers will reach out to students and families through email, phone 
call, Google Meet, and/or Google Classroom posts. Students who do not have internet access will 
receive paper copy at-home learning activities from their respective schools. These at-home 
learning activities are optional; students do not have to complete them, and they do not impact a 
student’s grade. 
 
Students who were determined to need summer school as of March 12, 2020, will receive an 
invitation to summer school. Parents can also request their child attend summer school if they 
deem their student needs extra support to prepare for the upcoming school year. Summer school 
will focus on intervention, enriching previously taught work through March 12, 2020, and 
potentially, pre-teaching upcoming work for the first quarter. Please understand the summer school 
schedule is not yet determined. I will provide further updates as Virginia Governor Ralph Northam 
details when schools may reopen. 
 
Elementary School Specific 
This past week, parents received access to at-home learning activities to help support ongoing 
instruction for students. This work will continue to be available in the upcoming weeks, as teachers 
reach out to connect with their students and families. Beginning the week of April 6, teachers will 
begin sharing more personalized learning for all students. Teacher-created learning activities that 
focus on enriching and reviewing previously taught content will be provided through the last day 
of school, May 29, 2020.   
 
Teachers will also work in collaborative teams to determine which skills and content were not 
covered as of March 12, 2020. Using division and school level pacing guides, we will adjust the 
first quarter of the 2020-2021 school year to incorporate any essential skills or content missed due 
to school closing.   
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Middle School Specific 
By April 6, 2020, students should receive virtual learning activities from each of their teachers. In 
order to capture the time that students have missed as a result of the school shut down, our focus is 
to provide content for sequential classes like mathematics and world language during the first 
quarter of the 2020-2021 school year. These modules will focus on the essential content missed 
during the spring of 2020. For example, where Spanish I ended in the spring of 2020, Spanish II 
will start in the fall of 2020. Parents seeking guidance to waive high school credit should make the 
decision based on their student’s performance through the third quarter and in conjunction with 
their child’s teacher and counselor. 
 

High School Specific 
We realize that the timing of this health crisis has had a great impact on our high school students, 
particularly our seniors. High school principals have worked collaboratively with division level 
administrators to create a plan for eligible students to successfully complete the academic year in 
accordance with state and federal guidelines. While we acknowledge there is no perfect solution, 
our staff has worked tirelessly to provide multiple opportunities for success for each and every 
student in our high school program.   
 
High School teachers and their students spent their first week getting connected and setting up 
teaching and learning space in their homes.  High School leadership staff prioritized a plan of 
action to support seniors and set up support networks for all credit bearing courses. Due to the 
multitude of program options in our high schools, the Continuity Learning Plan for High School 
has multiple levels and phases. Students and parents can check the SCPS website beginning March 
31, 2020 for specific high school program information. The following timeline, developed by high 
school leadership and support staff, is provided to share information for what parents and students 
can expect from March 27-April 3, 2020. 
 

• High School students will continue to hear from their teachers and confirm their preferred 
mode for receiving optional learning activities.  

• Seniors can expect to hear from their counselor and/or high school administrator 
• AP, DE, and VVA high school students should expect to hear from their teachers about 

specific options available to them. 
• Seniors who need to demonstrate mastery in a course needed for 2019-2020 high school 

graduation will be contacted by a high school staff member. 
• New, at-home, print and digital activities for grades 9-12 will be available on the SCPS 

website; these activities incorporate previously taught standards. 
• Students can begin using SCPS optional at-home activities, or any activity their teacher has 

provided, to review previous learning and work. 
• Exciting innovative at home learning activities developed collaboratively by high school 

teachers will be introduced beginning April 14, 2020. 
• Our goal remains to provide a high school graduation ceremony. We believe it is very 

important to honor our students who have worked tirelessly toward this important 
milestone in their lives. At this time, we cannot provide specific plans as we are waiting for 
direction from the Virginia Governor’s office regarding public gatherings and school 
openings. 
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Grab and Go Meal Service 
I am extremely proud of the outstanding effort provided by our dedicated team of School 
Nutrition, Transportation, and administrative staff who have successfully prepared, transported, 
and distributed more than 18,000 meals to our students. These meals are provided without charge 
and available to all children in Stafford County. 
 
SCPS is increasing this service beginning Monday, March 30, 2020, offering each student 12 
meals per week. Staff will distribute two breakfast and two lunch meals per day every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday until further notice. We will continue to offer meals at five school sites 
and 23 neighborhood locations. Please check the division website for current locations and 
expected delivery times. 
 
We must be mindful during this service to promote social distancing and minimize exposure to 
students and staff. Therefore, our staff will avoid passing meals through the driver’s window. They 
are encouraged to place meals in the back seat or trunk of your vehicle. 
 
Again, I realize that this is a trying and somewhat frustrating time for many. I want nothing more 
than to have our schools open and for everyone to be safe and healthy. This remains a very fluid 
situation and we are making the best decisions based on information as it is available. I thank 
everyone for their patience and understanding as we work together to navigate a transition for 
30,000 children from a face-to-face environment to an online learning platform. All of us at the 
school division look forward to reconnecting with families and students. Please contact your 
school’s principal or teacher by email with questions related to at-home learning.  I ask that you 
remain sensitive that they may not have all the answers at the time your question is asked. 
 
I wish you and your family continued success and great health. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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